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FIELD OF THE INVENTION Z-j_ q 

The present invention relates to an earring comprising a decorative ring 
part having a first end portion to which is connected a fastening post comprising 
a fastening portion intended to be inserted in a hole pierced in an ear, and a 
5 fastening-free end portion. This invention also relates to a pair of earrings. 

Such earrings are intended to be worn by a person having pierced ear 

lobes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Such earrings are known, which are maintained suspended from the ear 
10 by a fastening portion inserted in a pierced hole in said ear, which may either be 
rectilinear or curved, in particular for earrings of which the decorative part is 
pendant. In the latter case, the fastening post is in the form of an upturned V of 

IPs :! 
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□ which the generally curved apex forms the fastening portion intended to be 

□ placed in the hole pierced in the ear lobe. When the fastening portion is placed 
H 15 in position in the pierced hole, each of the two arms of the V of the fastening 

iff! 

post is visible, since the two arms extend downwardly on either side of the 
pierced hole so as to cause the decorative part to descend along the cheek of the 
person wearing the earring. 

Whatever the shape of the decorative part, the V of this fastening post is 
20 substantially included in a vertical plane, when the earring is maintained in 
position of use for a user in vertical position. 

In the particular case of a large-hoop earring, the V lies in the mean plane 
of the earring, which in that case corresponds to the median plane of the 
decorative ring part. In this way, the fastening post lies in a vertical plane when 
25 the decorative part is in vertical position. 

However, the curved fastening portion generally remains poorly 
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positioned in the hole pierced in the ear, which, for its part, is substantially 
rectilinear and has a natural tendency to slide forwardly or rearwardly of the ear 
lobe, causing the introduction of one of the two arms of the V in the pierced 
hole, which is somewhat inaesthetic. 
5 In addition, it often happens that the earrings are poorly positioned with 

respect to the cheeks of the person wearing them, which is inaesthetic. The 
shortcoming is all the greater when the decorative ring part is large and/or in the 
form of a ring, in particular for earrings of large-hoop type, which are desired to 
be parallel to the cheeks in the vicinity of the lobe, i.e. parallel to the sagittal 
10 plane of the wearer's face, the latter corresponding to the plane of symmetry of 
the face. 

When two similar earrings are worn and in particular for large-hoop 
earrings, it is in that case preferable that they be parallel to each other. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an earring, which 
H 15 enables this aesthetic shortcoming to be avoided. 

cn 

Q SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This object is attained thanks to the fact that the fastening portion is 
inclined with respect to the first end portion by an angle a corresponding to an 
angle of separation of the ear lobe bearing the earring with respect to the cheek, 
20 forming a bend, so as to put the earring straight with respect to the cheek. 

Thus, in vertical position of use of the earring, the fastening post is not 
contained in a vertical plane, since the fastening portion is inclined with respect 
to such a plane so as to put the earring straight with respect to the cheek, but in 
a substantially transverse plane. In the present case, when the earring is placed 
25 in the pierced hole, the fastening post is substantially included in a plane 

substantially transverse with respect to the sagittal plane of the wearer's face, 
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commonly called transverse plane of the head. 

For example, for large-hoop earrings, the fastening portion is contained in 
a substantially horizontal plane when the decorative part is placed in a vertical 
plane. 

5 In practice, the holes pierced in the ear lobes are pierced at right angles to 

the lobes. As for the lobes, they are more or less spaced apart from the cheeks, 
but are almost never (unless the ears protrude to an excessive degree) at right 
angles to the cheeks. Thus, the pierced hole is not parallel to the cheek, but is 
inclined by an angle A with respect to the cheek. In this way, by inclining the 

O 1 0 fastening portion thanks to the afore-mentioned bend, the earring is 

O 

substantially parallel to the cheeks when the post is inserted in the pierced hole. 

The angle a of the bend is advantageously chosen so that a mean plane of 
the decorative ring part is substantially parallel to a plane of the cheek. 
O In this way, the earring placed in the pierced hole is put straight and 

8 5- 

M 15 remains substantially parallel to the sagittal plane of the wearer's face and does 

m 

ij not tend to move away therefrom. 

ry 

In the following specification, the plane of the cheeks is the one which 
passes through the cheeks being parallel to the sagittal plane of the face. 

Said bend advantageously forms an angle a comprised between 90° and 
20 150°, preferably of the order of 135°. 

Morphologically, the angle A is comprised between 90°, when the ears 
protrude to an excessive degree and 170° when the ears are flat against the 
head; however, this angle is generally of the order of 135°. In this way, by 
choosing an angle a of this order of magnitude, the earring is put straight when 
25 it is positioned in the ear and its mean plane is substantially parallel to the cheek 
of the person wearing it. 
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In addition, said fastening post advantageously comprises a bent portion 
which forms a return bend extending between said fastening portion and said 
fastening-free end portion. Moreover, this return bend fits behind the ear lobe, 
thus determining the position of fastening in the hole pierced in the lobe. 

This return bend allows the fastening post to return, behind the ear, in line 
with the first end portion of the decorative ring part. 

The return bend forms advantageously an angle P comprised between 30° 
and 1 00° with respect to the fastening portion. It is preferably of the order of 
90°, which, in addition, allows the earring to be better held against the ear lobe 
by exerting a slight pressure on the lobe. 

^ Advantageously, tne lastening-tn^end portion is inclined by an angle y 
with respect to said return bend anji^aid angle y is chosen so that the sum of 
angles a, (3 and y is equal to 360°. 

By choosing such an angle y, the fastening post presents a free end 
portion, which is in the axis of the first end portion of the decorative ring part. 

In this way, the fastening post is nearly invisible when the earring is 
being worn, since the end portions of its decorative ring part are opposite each 
other in line with the fastening post, i.e. for large-hoop earrings, in a plane 
substantially transverse with respect to the median plane of the decorative ring 
part. The bend is in that case nearly concealed on the front of the earring by the 
end of the decorative part. The same applies to the rear of the earring for the 
fastening-free portion, while the return bend is naturally concealed by the ear 
lobe. The fastening post, being generally completely housed in the pierced hole, 
is substantially invisible. 

The fastening portion is advantageously substantially rectilinear over the 
whole of its length. 
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As the fastening portion in that case presents of the same geometry as the 
hole pierced in the ear lobe, namely substantially rectilinear, it does not tend to 
slide naturally in the latter. 

In addition, when the fastening post comprises a return bend, the 
5 fastening portion is fixed in the hole between the end portion on one side of the 
ear lobe and the return bend on the other side. 

Said fastening-free end portion is advantageously adapted to cooperate 
with fixing means. 

Advantageously, the fixing means may be bome by a second free end 
O 10 portion of said decorative ring part and are adapted to cooperate by hooking 

if "1 

in with said fastening-free end portion or may be an independent element of the 

iri 

5 4 spring clasp type. 

ru 

Q Said fixing means advantageously comprise a tube and said free end 

O portion is adapted to penetrate in said tube in order to fix and close the earring. 

il 

jU 15 In the case of large-hoop earrings, this system of closure of the ring is 

m 

£3 very practical and invisible in closed position, since it suffices to cause the end 

ry 

of the fastening and an end portion to penetrate in the rear part of the decorative 
ring part which is previously moved apart, when it is positioned in the hole 
pierced in the ear, and which is provided with a small tube intended to house the 

20 end portion or at least the free end thereof. 

When the large-hoop earring is more rigid, it is more difficult to move the 
ring apart in order to cause the fastening to penetrate in the pierced hole. 
Consequently, the fastening may advantageously be fixed to the decorative ring 
part by a hinge. This hinge makes it possible to disengage the fastening post 

25 assembly from the earring by pivoting the latter about the hinge while 

remaining in a plane transverse to the mean plane of the decorative ring part and 
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thus to make it easier to position it in the hole pierced in the ear. 

The present invention also relates to a pair of earrings, of which the two 
rings are well arranged in the holes pierced in the ears, with the result that the 
aesthetic shortcoming is reduced as best possible, in particular the decorative 
ring parts are parallel to the sagittal plane of the wearer's face in position of use. 

To that end, the pair of earrings comprises a right earring in accordance 
with the afore-mentioned type, a left earring in accordance with the afore- 
mentioned type, and the fastening portion of said right earring is substantially 
inverted with respect to the fastening portion of said left earring. 


£3 10 The ears being symmetrical with respect to each other, a right earring and 

□ 

in a left earring must be available in order to be able to put the earrings straight in 

C3 

SI the respective two ears. Each of the earrings presents an afore-mentioned 

Fu 

G fastening system which is inverted from one ring to the other. 

£ 

O The wearer can tell from the shape of the fastening whether it is the right 

<£"-■ 

M, 15 ring or the left ring; in particular, when the ring is placed in the hole pierced in 
the ear lobe, the return bend must be aimed towards the specific cheek. In 
addition, the ring may advantageously be marked so that the right earring and 
the left one can easily being differentiated. 

In position of use, the decorative ring part of the right earring is 
20 advantageously substantially parallel to said decorative ring part of the left 
earring. 

In fact, when each earring presents a mean plane then, with the two 
earrings in position of use, these mean planes are parallel to each other and 
parallel to the sagittal plane. 
25 In this way, hooked on the ears, the decorative ring parts are substantially 

symmetrical to each other, when they are symmetrical with respect to each other 
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for example with respect to a mirror plane. In addition, they are substantially 
parallel to each other, when they are similar to each other. In particular for 
large-hoop earrings, the decorative ring parts are parallel to each other and 
parallel to the sagittal plane. 

In the case of earrings which are asymmetrical with respect to a mean 
plane of the decorative ring part, in particular for inverted decorative ring parts, 
i.e. presenting a mirror symmetry with respect to the sagittal plane, the 
decorative ring parts are in that case substantially symmetrical to each other 
with respect to the sagittal plane. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be more readily understood on reading the following 
description of forms of embodiment given by way of non-limiting examples, 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the head of a person wearing the earrings, in a 
transverse plane of the face. 

Figure 1 A is an enlargement of Figure 1 (detail IA) schematically 
showing a part of the right earring, in the transverse plane of the face. 

Figure 2 is a view in perspective of an open right earring. 

Figure 3 is a side view of an open right earring, and 

Figure 4 is a partial section through a closed right earring seen from 
above in the transverse plane. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to the drawings, Figure 1 shows the head 10 of a person 
with a right ear 12D and a left ear 12G, seen in plan view in a plane Po 
substantially transverse to the plane of symmetry of the wearer's face, 
commonly called sagittal plane S. The right ear 12D and left ear 12G are spaced 
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from the right cheek 14D and left cheek 14G respectively, in the present case 
from a plane J of the cheeks, by an angle A (shown in Figure 1 A). These planes 
J are respectively defined as planes respectively including parts of the right and 
the left cheeks, in the vicinity of each of the right ear 12D, respectively the left 
5 ear 12G, these planes being parallel to the sagittal plane S. 

The angle A can vary from one individual to another between 90° and 
170°. These two extremes are rarely encountered. In fact, when the ears are flat 
against the head, the angle A is of the order of 170° and, when the ears protrude 
to an excessive degree, it is about 90°; however, this angle is generally of the 
2 10 order of 135°. 

The ears are pierced at right angles to the lobe 12D and 12G of each ear, 

^ which means an inclination of each right and left pierced hole 16D, 16G 

ry 

£3 respectively, by the same angle A. In this way, for the decorative part of an 

□ earring 1 8D or 1 8G, for example a large-hoop ring, to be substantially parallel 

M 15 to the cheek, in the present case parallel to plane J of each cheek, when it is 

Cn 

Q placed in the pierced hole 16D or 16G, it must be put straight. The fastening 

ru 

posts of the right and left earrings 18D and 18G are therefore inverted with 
respect to each other, i.e. they present a mirror symmetry with respect to the 
sagittal plane S, with the result that, when the decorative ring parts are of the 

20 large-hoop type, they are substantially parallel in position of use. Generally, the 
decorative ring parts of the earrings of large-hoop type each present a mean 
plane M, which must therefore be rendered parallel to the sagittal plane S. In the 
following specification, only a right earring 1 8D will be described in detail. 

Figure 1 A shows, on a larger scale, a partial section in the vicinity of the 

25 lobe of the right ear 12D, with its right pierced hole 16D and a right large-hoop 
ring 1 8D positioned in the right hole 1 6D, this ring 1 8D being closed. The right 
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ring 1 8D comprises a right decorative ring part 20D having a first end portion 
19D, to which is connected a right fastening post 22D which extends in a part of 
the cylindrical envelope of the decorative ring part 20D. Being given the 
relative small length of the fastening post, this part of the cylindrical envelope 
5 containing the latter may be assimilated to a plane. 

In order to be able to put the decorative ring part 20D straight with 
respect to the plane J of the cheek 16D, it is preferable to act on the spacing of 
the fastening post 22D with respect to the first end portion 19D. To that end, the 
plane containing the right fastening post 22D referenced P is substantially 
1 0 transverse with respect to the mean plane M In position of use, the plane P 

containing the fastening posts is substantially parallel to the transverse plane 

n 

•SET 

= s j Po. 

q The right fastening post 22D comprises a substantially rectilinear right 

fastening portion 24D which is inserted in the right pierced hole 16D. The right 
15 fastening portion 24D comprises a bend 26D presenting an angle a in the 

transverse plane P. According to the invention, the angle a is similar to angle A 
corresponding to the spacing of the ear lobes and therefore of the pierced holes. 
The angle a is thus chosen between 90° and 150°, preferably of the order of 
135°, which corresponds to the average of the spacings observed, with the result 
20 that the mean plane M of the decorative ring part 20D is parallel to the plane J 
of each cheek 14D, 14G and to the sagittal plane S, as illustrated in Figure 1. 

The right fastening post 22D advantageously comprises a bent portion 
27D which forms a right return bend 28D at angle (3 with respect to the 
fastening portion 24D and which extends between the right fastening portion 
25 24D and a right fastening-free end portion 30D. The angle (3 is comprised 

between 30° and 100°, preferably of the order of 90°. The right return bend 28D 
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makes it possible, inter alia, to hold the large-hoop ring against the lobe of the 
right ear 12D. When the earring 18 is not a large-hoop ring, but a ring which 
does not come back on itself, the right fastening-free end portion 30D of the 
right fastening post 22D can stop in the vicinity of the right fastening portion 
24D. 

Particularly in the case of large-hoop rings, the right fastening-free end 
portion 30D is advantageously inclined by an angle y comprised between 110° 
and 240°, preferably of the order of 135°. In fact, angle y is preferably chosen so 
that angles a, P and y are substantially included in the transverse plane P and 
that their sum is substantially equal to 360°, in order that, in the case of large- 
hoop earrings, the right fastening-free end portion 30D comes opposite a right 
second end portion 32D. 

Figure 2 shows a right large-hoop earring 18D of which the decorative 
ring part 20D is very fine, with the first end portion 19D located opposite the 
right second end portion 32D; this earring can be elastically deformed for its 
attachment in the hole pierced in the ear. The fastening post 22D is connected to 
the first end portion 19D and comprises the fastening portion 24D, the return 
bend 28D and the right fastening-free end portion 30D, as described 
hereinabove and in particular separated by angles a, P and y. The right 
fastening-free end portion 30D extends freely from the return bend 28D over a 
length intended to be introduced in a tube 34D of specific length, 
advantageously made in the right second end portion 3 2D of the decorative ring 
part 20D. 

In order to close the large-hoop earring 1 8D, it suffices to insert the right 
fastening-free end portion 30D in the tube 34D. In this way, the fastening means 
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comprise the tube 34D which contains the right fastening-free end portion 30D, 
when the large-hoop ring 18D is closed, but it may be envisaged, particularly 
for earrings which are not in the form of large hoops, that the fastening means 
comprise a spring clasp (not shown), which slides over a right fastening-free 
5 end portion 30D, is then blocked by action of the springs on this right end 

portion 30D. The fastening post 22D may be connected to the first end portion 
19D by welding or any other fastening means. 

When the large-hoop earring 18D is more rigid, in particular when the 

it section of the decorative ring part 20D is greater or comprises decorative 

P 

O 10 portions extending on either side of the mean plane of the earring 18D, it is 
O more difficult to deform the ring in order to insert the right fastening-free end 

fU portion 30D into the tube 34D, as represented in Figure 3. 

f Hi 
S 

O In that case, it is preferable to provide the fastening post 22D with a hinge 

36, which makes it possible to space the fastening post 22D apart from the 

tn 

O 1 5 decorative ring part 20D. In this way, when the large-hoop earring 1 8D is 

m 

positioned in the pierced hole 16D (not shown in this Figure), it suffices to 
move the fastening post 22D outwardly with respect to the decorative ring part 
20D, for example, to insert the fastening portion 24D in the pierced hole 16D, 
then bring the fastening post 22D and the decorative ring part 20D together by 
20 inserting the right fastening-free end portion 30D into a tube 34D for example 
when the same fastening means are employed. 

The fastening means may also comprise a hook system (not shown). The 
hook system allows the earring to be closed with the aid of the fastening-free 
end which is joined to a hook fixed on the right second end portion 32D which 
25 no longer presents a tube 34D. 
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In the presence of the hinge 36, the bend 26D is spaced apart with respect 
to the first end portion by a fixed angle a, which is not to be compared with the 
angle of opening/closure of the fastening post with respect to the decorative 
ring part 20D. 

In practice, all the angles a, p and y are substantially included in the same 
plane P, which, when the fastening-free end portion 30D is hooked to the 
second end portion 3 2D, is substantially at right angles to the mean plane M of 
the earring, when the latter presents one and merges with the transverse plane 
Po of the head when the earring 1 8D is placed in the pierced hole 1 6D, as 
illustrated in Figure 1 . 

In the presence of such a hinge 36, this plane P is adapted to pivot about 
the latter 36, always remaining substantially transverse to the sagittal plane S 
and to the mean plane M in the case of a large-hoop earring 20D, but in that 
case moving away from the transverse plane Po of the head (Figure 1). 

Figure 4 shows an example of a hinge 36 in detail. The hinge 36 
comprises a fork 38 having two lips 38' and 38", fixed to the first end portion 
19D, by welding for example. The fork 38 is advantageously in the form of a U 
open towards the outside of the first end portion 19D, in which an end 40D of 
the bend 26D (opposite the fastening-free end 30D), is inserted, being held by 
rotation with the aid of a pin 42 fixed in bores 44 ? and 44" made respectively in 
the lips 38 f and 38" and passing through the end 40D through a bore 46D. 


